[Balloon pulmonary valvuloplasty after initial pulmonary valvotomy for pulmonary atresia with intact ventricular septum].
Seven patients with pulmonary atresia and intact ventricular septum have undergone closed pulmonary valvotomy on the early neonatal period (2-6 days) with satisfactory results. Follow-up catheterization showed significant residual pulmonary valve stenosis requiring a second operation. Percutaneous balloon dilatation of the pulmonary valve was successful in 6 cases with the mean right ventricular systolic pressure reduced from 6.8 to 4.9 kPa (50.8 to 37 mmHg) and the mean transvalvular gradient dropped from 5.7 to 2.1 kPa (4.28 to 15.8 mmHg). One case failed and required surgical treatment. The results showed that balloon valvuloplasty could be applied instead of surgery for treatment of selected cases of pulmonary atresia with intact ventricular septum after an initial pulmonary valvotomy.